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A  

M  Mission Statements 
The mission of the University of Michigan is to serve the people of 
Michigan and the world through preeminence in creating, communicat-
ing, preserving, and applying knowledge, art, and academic values, and 
in developing leaders and citizens who will challenge the present and 
enrich the future. 

The mission of the University of Michigan Department of Recreational 
Sports is to enhance campus life by providing recreational and educa-
tional programs, facilities, and services to the University community 
which encourage healthy lifestyles, guide and direct development of 
student leadership skills, foster cooperative behavior, and provide di-
verse sport and fitness opportunities. 

Appreciative Inquiry Statements of the  

Department of Recreational Sports 
As the ñLeaders and Best,ò we will take on new tasks to create job 
excitement and will provide quality programs, facilities, and services 
to the U-M community. 

We will embrace and maintain a positive work environment in which 
we communicate well and are courteous and respectful toward one 
another. 

We will be accountable and live by the ñDid you do what you said 
you would do when you said you would do itò philosophy to ensure 
completion of tasks. 

We will build state-of-the-art facilities driven by total staff 
involvement and campus collaboration. 

To be financially responsible, we will share and manage our resources 
and will work together to generate new income streams. 

Vision Statements of the 
Department of 

Recreational Sports 

To communicate effectively with 

each other and with customers. 

To be a diverse and unified staff 
that is characterized by respect, 
accountability, cooperation, and 

teamwork. 

To be accountable for the effi-
cient use of Departmental re-

sources. 

To be receptive to change and 

the implementation of new ideas. 

To increase collaborative efforts, 
partnerships, and joint ventures 
with other University organiza-

tions. 

To assist students in developing 
skills and behaviors that will 
enhance their personal, educa-
tional, and professional endeav-

ors. 

To provide quality programs and 

services. 

To provide safe, well-maintained 
facilities to meet the continuing 
needs of the University commu-
nity and to address future needs 

for renovation and expansion. 

To increase use of technology to 

benefit our customers and staff. 

To inform the University commu-
nity of Recreational Sports op-

portunities. 

Based upon our rich traditions, 
be a source of pride and excel-
lence for all who come in contact 

with our Department. 
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Serving food at Dodge That for Habitat, 
one of many groups that rented or 
reserved space in the departmentõs 

facilities 

Intramural water polo at the pool in the 

Intramural Sports Building 

U-Move spinning class at the Intramural 

Sports Building 

Intramural championship basketball at 
Crisler Arena 
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E Executive Summary 
March 2009 

 

The best words to describe the 2007-2008 operating year are maintained 
and challenging. Membership numbers for faculty, staff, alumni, and 
sponsored adults stayed constant for the third straight yearðeven with 
rate increases in January. A new ñearly birdò category was created to 
ease the financial strains of our members, but, surprisingly, less than 
10% of the members opted for the new membership style. 

Intramural team sports continued to be completely full, with 30 to 50 
teams per sport on waiting lists. Our ongoing challenge is to be creative 
with scheduling to create worthwhile experiences.  

We continue to be limited by available space, both on our fields and 
within our facilities. Each facility is at capacity from 4:00 PM to 
11:00 PM Sunday through Thursday during the academic year. While 
general fund support continues to be strong, membership sales and ser-
vices cannot keep up to cover increased costs, merit increases, and the 
last of three mandated minimum wage increases. Once again, budgets 
were balanced at year-end by the slimmest of margins: less than 0.1%. 

During this past year, our department continued to partner with MFit, 
Michigan Healthy Communities, U-Move, student activities, and 
human resources to provide our expertise to campus-wide initiatives. 
Staff members served on orientation, Welcome Week, Active U, 
Facility Users Network, Voices of the Staff, and campus planning 
committees. Recreational Sports programs, services, and staff positively 
touch many aspects of the University community. 

In June and in August, nationally-recognized consultants William 
Manning and Patti Holmes conducted work sessions for the depart-
mentôs staff. As a result of their visits, the upcoming year will be one of 
redefining the departmentôs mission, core values, interdependence, 
communication methods, and leadership. 

The Task Force on Recreational Sports met throughout the year, and 
completed its assigned task in January 2009. Recommendations to 
improve recreational facilities and to address programmatic needs of 
the entire University community will be given to Provost Sullivan and 
Vice President Harper. The task force has looked at the departmentôs 
mission, reporting structure, funding, and financial model. The 
department and I are positively encouraged by the due diligence of the 
committee, and would like to thank the chair, Professor Bev Ulrich, as 
well as the rest of the task force committee members, for their support. 

Yours in Michigan, 

 

William F. Canning 
Director 
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Intramural flag football, sponsored by 

Champs Sports 

Intramural flag football 

Championship football in Oosterbaan  

Field House 

Attendees at the annual Intramural Sports 

Program banquet and award ceremony 

Co-recreation all-year runner-up and 

softball champions, Worst Team Ever 
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I  Intramural Sports 
This year, our flag football season 
was sponsored by Champs Sports. 
One lucky flag football team, an 
Independent Menôs A team 
named ñGot 1 Coach,ò was cho-
sen based on their sportsmanship, 
attendance at the manager meet-
ing, and participation in every one 
of their scheduled games. This 
team was flown to Florida for the 
Champs Sports Bowl game. We 
also had a flag football team, For 
Love of the Game, attend and win 
the Michigan Int ramural-
Recreational Sports Association 
(MIRSA) state flag football tourna-
ment. 

We had amazing weather for the 
fall outdoor season, and very few 
games were cancelled due to 
weather. This was great for our 
staff, as we did not have to scramble to reschedule games. The partici-
pants also were happy as they were able to play the games for which 
they registered. 

At team instant scheduling, we introduced a few new systems to help 
the process run a little smoother and more quickly for the team manag-
ers. Team numbers were assigned while the managers were waiting in 
line so that they could complete as much paperwork ahead of time and 
reduce the wait at the cash registers. Managers also were given the op-
portunity to bypass the computer stationsðthe second-longest line at 
schedulingðby having a staff member review their registration before 
leaving. 

Intramural officiating continued to grow. More than 200 individuals 
worked as officials during the year. Five officials worked at the MIRSA 
state flag football tournament, with Nick Brandley and Brian Steers 
earning bids to the National Intramural-Recreational Sports Associa-
tion (NIRSA) tournament in Texas. Michigan also was well-represented 
by three officials at the Oakland University regional basketball tourna-
ment. 

This year, we created an official-of-the-week award. The award recog-
nizes those officials who exemplify professionalism, game control, good 
judgment, and foul recognition. 

Intramural Sports 

Quick Stats 2007-2008 

Teams: 2,396 
Games: 6,237 
Participants: 25,735 

(74% male, 26% female) 
Participations: 117,348 
Officials and Supervisors: 

Over 250 

2007-2008 Intramural Sports Program Champions 

Athlete of the Year 
Marie Hartwig Female Julie Pfeifer 
Earl Riskey Male Daniel Baltmanis 

Divisional Athlete of the Year 
Co-Recreation Brian Hoyner 
Fraternity Andrew Grauzer 
Graduate/Faculty/Staff Russell Golman 
Independent Men Jessie Kippley 
Independent Women Bethany Carlson 
Residence Hall Huw Morgan 

Divisional Manager of the Year 
Co-Recreation Nick Brandley 
Fraternity Brett Steudle 
Graduate/Faculty/Staff Kelli VanDussen 
Independent Men Padriac OõConnor 
Independent Women Tiffany Pfundt 
Residence Hall David Metler 

All-Year Champions 
Co-Recreation Thundercats 
Fraternity Sigma Phi Epsilon 
Graduate/Faculty/Staff Gerald R. Superstars 
Independent Men Purple Helmets 
Independent Women Worst Team Ever 
Residence Hall Nickelõs Navy of Neanderthals 

All-Year Runners-Up 
Co-Recreation Worst Team Ever 
Fraternity Pi Kappa Phi 
Graduate/Faculty/Staff Underdogs 
Independent Men Beasts 
Independent Women Underdogs 
Residence Hall 6th Gomberg 

Officials of the Year 
Rodney Grambeau Female Laura Pazuchowski 
Rodney Grambeau Male Stuart Zaas 
Stephen Olson Rookie Brian Steers 

Sportsmanship 
Robert Fox Sportsmanship God Squad A 
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Dance Team 

Julie Bellerose, 2008 Womenõs Division I 

Collegiate Nationals Criterium Champion 

Club sports representatives at Rec Sports 
Expo 
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C Club Sports 
In 2007-2008, 41 active club sports were recognized through the De-
partment of Recreational Sports. Clubs are comprised of at least 50% 
students. There were 1,646 student, faculty, and staff participants in the 
program 

The Club Sports program was allocated $71,000 from the departmentôs 
operating budget. Of that allocation, $10,000 was used for entry fees, 
$10,000 for equipment, $50,000 for travel, and $1,000 for publicity. 
The clubs charged dues per participant to help defray their operating 
costs. 

The clubs are allocated practice space and times within facilities oper-
ated by the Athletic Department and the Department of Recreational 
Sports. They practice at Canham Natatorium, the Sports Coliseum, the 
Central Campus Recreation Building, the Intramural Sports Building, 
the North Campus Recreation Building, Mitchell Fields, Elbel Fields, 
and Oosterbaan field house. Even with the number of facilities and the 
amount of field space available, the clubs were limited in the hours they 
were able to use the facilities.  

The cycling team is but one of the clubs in the Club Sports program. 
The team consists of both undergraduate and graduate students who 
are dedicated to becoming better cyclists. Road and mountain group 
rides go out nearly every day during both the fall and the winter semes-
ters. The Michigan cycling team participates in collegiate mountain 
racing competitions in the fall, and in collegiate road racing competi-
tions in the spring. Regardless of skill level, all Michigan cycling mem-
bers are encouraged to participate. 

This past year, the cycling club produced a stand-out athlete. During 
last yearôs road race national championships, Julie Bellerose was named 
the 2008 Womenôs Division I Collegiate Nationals Criterium Cham-
pion. 

The race was held in Old Town Fort Collins, Colorado, and all of the 
top schools in the nation convened, vying for their shot at the crown. 
From start to finish, competition was extremely tight at every point of 
the 60-minute contest. Several top riders from leading schools began to 
push to the front, but in the end, it was Michiganôs own Julie Bellerose 
who was able to get ahead. Although there were numerous attempts to 
catch the leader, Bellerose was able to stay ahead of the pack, beating 
Harvardôs Anna McLoon to win the national championship. 

Club Sports at National 
Tournaments 

2007-2008 

Cycling (15th) 
Ice Hockey, Men 
Ice Hockey, Women (quarter-

finalists) 
Rugby, Men 
Running 
Soccer, Men (quarter-finalists) 
Ultimate Frisbee, Men 
Ultimate Frisbee, Women 
Water Polo, Men 
Water Polo, Women 
Waterski (3rd) 

Other Notables 

2007-2008 

Ice Hockey, Women 
CCWHA tournament (2nd) 

Rugby, Men 
Division II Midwest Champions 

Running 
Midwest Club Cross Country 

Championships (20 Oct, 1st 
for men and women) 

NIRCA Nationals (03 Nov, 2nd 
for men, 4th for women, lost to 
Oregon by 5 points) 

Table Tennis 
NCTTA regional tournament (1st) 

Club Sports Quick Stats 

2007-2008 

Number of clubs: 41 
Number of participants: 1,646 
Expense allocation (total): 

$71,000 
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Busy cardio machines at the North Campus 

Recreation Building (NCRB) 

Runners and walkers on the track at the 

NCRB 

Free weights at the NCRB 
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